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The USB-C standard can do a lot 

Charging, data transfer, audio and video streaming with just one 
cable should make everyday life much easier. Or does it? 

The USB Implementers Forum (USB-IF) is responsible 
for labelling each USB version in order to promote and 
manage it. Unfortunately, the naming structure has 
become somewhat confusing over the years. While the 
designations USB 1.1 and USB 2.0 made logical sense, 
the introduction of USB 3.0, 3.1, and 3.2 has caused 
chaos. Essentially, all three versions have the same 
function, but the label 3.0 one year may become 3.2 Gen 
1 the following year. To complicate things further, USB 
3.2 can mean either a maximum data transfer limit of 5 
Gbps or 20 Gbps, depending on whether it is advertised 
as Gen 1 or Gen 2. The complications increased with the 
addition of the USB-C connector to the traditional A and 
B connectors. This new connector offers compatibility 
with legacy standards but also brings improvements such 
as additional lanes and greater physical and electrical 
flexibility. While the technology behind the protocol is 
impressive, the naming system does not do it justice. 

With USB4 being a USB-C only standard, we can expect 
exceptional speeds of up to 40 Gbps and 240W Power 
Delivery. Unfortunately, we must also endure another 
confusing naming convention. Recently, USB4 v2 was 
released, offering speeds of up to 80 Gbps, but it seems 
the USB Implementers Forum has learned nothing from 
previous mistakes. It would have made much more sense 
to name it USB4.1 or USBS. 
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Despite the often-confusing labelling policy, the 
versatility of USB-C is what makes it so attractive. 
Today, most personal devices have this connection, 
and European legislation will also make USB-C a 
mandatory charging port for most small devices from 
2024. This is not without reason, as USB-C is equipped 
with a number of user friendly and application specific 
functions that make it truly universal: 





























































































































distributed by

Digital Signage
Interactivity & Visualization UX Experts

Panel TV, 48, El. Venizelou Str. Kallithea, Attica, 
GR-17676 GREECE 
Tel: +30 210 9017 620
www.mypaneltv.com


